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GREEN GO HOME
Do We Dream Under The Same Sky, a collaborative performance and installation by Tomas Vu
and Rirkrit Tiravanija consisting of live silkscreen printing, prints, texts and graffiti over portraits, is
inspired by the spirit of resistance that lies at the root of “Gringo,” a term commonly used in Latin
America to describe a Western foreigner. It is commonly believed that the term originated from
the phrase “Green go home!” Part myth and part folklore, the story is both a misunderstanding
and to some degree, an invention of the imagination.

Whether or not these theories are true, the rebellious gesture that they represent resonates
profoundly in the Americas, but all over the world. The collaborative performance and
installation, first presented at the Colombia-America library in Bogotá, Colombia titled Green Go
Home, exposed the underlying subtext of U.S. interventions and colonialist attitudes towards
Latin America and Asia: an antagonism that has cost many lives and much strife. In each
installment, Do We Dream Under The Same Sky invokes the spirit of rebellion against the invader,
the colonial power and the repressive government to investigate the layers of interpretation,
readings and misunderstandings of resistance. 
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Police the Police, clay, screen printing, ink on newsprint, 56 x 61 cm, 2019
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There is No Sun Without a Song, screen printing, ink on newsprint, 56 x 61 cm, 2019
(edition 12 out of 16)
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Garbage In Garbage Out, clay, screen printing, ink on newsprint, 56 x 61 cm, 2019
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Up Against the Wall Motherfucker, screen printing, ink on newsprint, 56 x 61 cm, 2019
(edition 3 out of 4)
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Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the Thai artist Rirkrit Tiravanija is widely
recognized as one of the most influential artists of his generation. His work
defies media-based description, as his practice combines traditional object
making, public and private performances, teaching, and other forms of public
service and social action. Winner of the 2005 Hugo Boss Prize awarded by the
Guggenheim Museum, his exhibition there consisted of a pirate radio (with
instructions on how to make one for yourself.) Tiravanija was also awarded the
Benesse by the Naoshima Contemporary Art Museum in Japan and the
Smithsonian American Art Museum's Lucelia Artist Award.

He has had a retrospective exhibition at the Museum Bojmans Van Beuningen
in Rotterdam that then was presented in Paris and London. Tiravanija is on the
faculty of the School of the Arts at Columbia University, and is a founding
member and curator of Utopia Station, a collective project of artists, art
historians, and curators. Tiravanija is also President of an educational-
ecological project known as The Land Foundation, located in Chiang Mai,
Thailand where he maintains his primary residence and studio.
 
 
Tomas Vu was born in Saigon, Vietnam and at the age of ten moved with his
family to El Paso, Texas. Vu received a BFA from the University of Texas, El Paso
in 1987 and went on to earn an MFA from Yale University in 1990. He currently
lives and works in New York City. Vu has been a professor at the School of the
Arts of Columbia University since 1996, when he helped found the LeRoy Neiman
Center for Print Studies. For those 17 years he has served as Artistic Director of
the Center. 

Vu has exhibited nationally and internationally and has had solo museum
shows in Japan, Italy, China, and Vietnam. He has received numerous awards
including the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Award, the Joan Mitchell
Foundation Fellowship, the Audience Award for Best Artist at the 30th Biennial of
Graphic Arts in Ljubljana, Slovenia, and the Louis Comfort Tiffany Artist Award.   
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